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What if Martin Luther King didn't die?
Introduction 
Martin Luther King Jr. was an African American minister and leader of the Civil Rights Movement. On January 15, 1929, he was born in Atlanta, Georgia, and was fatally murdered on April 4, 1968, in Memphis, Tennessee. He died when the civil rights movement was at its peak. Before his demise, he had led the civil rights movement for more than four years, beginning in 1955. Martin Luther King Jr. is known for fighting for justice, especially among the black Americans in civil disobedience and nonviolence (Lischer, 1997).  His Christian beliefs inspired his actions- he was a reverend and first president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). Son of Martin Luther King Sr., Martin Luther King Jr. is widely known for his famous Christian quotes and speeches worldwide. His death was a big blow to the African Americans and the world at large. This begs the question, what if King had lived on?
What if he did not die. It is fascinating to imagine, isn't it? Imagine if he continued with his fight for justice. Probably, we would have a better world today than we have. Imagining what King would have done had he not been assassinated unveils plenty of insight. What a good man he was, loved and admired by many. History could have definitely been dissimilar had Martin Luther King Jr. not been eliminated at 39. This man was clearly going to make histories like Martha Theresa and Mahatma Gandhi. Most of the injustices we see today, like racism, police brutality, discrimination, and oppression of the poor, would be challenged by him. He would have continued to preach his gospel of equality and fairness. He would have condemned racialism in the subsequent years and fought for equality, lending a voice to those who can’t speak.  This paper explores how history would have changed King not died in 1968 at the age of 39. 
Biography of Martin Luther King Jr.
Martin Luther King Jr. was born from religious parents, his father being a Baptist Church pastor in Atlanta. King Jr. served as a co-pastor in the church from 1960 until his demise. King attended segregated public schools in Georgia and graduated with a B.A degree in 1948 from Morehouse College (Lischer, 1997).   He joined a theology school for three years in Pennsylvania and later joined Boston University. In Boston, he met and wedded his spouse Coretta Scott, and together they were blessed with four children. He continued with his Christian mission, and in 1954 he became pastor of a Baptist church in Alabama. He became a member of the National Association's executive committee to advance people of color (NAACP).
NAACP was the largest civil rights organization at the moment whose aim was to advance justice for African Americans (Carson, 2001). This organization still exists today and has more than 500,000 members. The organization ensures political, educational, social, and economic equality for all persons. He also wanted to lead the first great Negro nonviolent demonstration, a boycott that lasted for 382 days. He was arrested for leading the boycotts, and his home bombed. He became the first president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SLSC) in 1957. SCLC was formed to champion the civil rights movement using nonviolent tactics. Luther King Jr. embarked on countrywide sensitization against injustice and led protests to counter racism and discrimination against African Americans. One of the most significant protests led by King was in Alabama and Birmingham. These protests caught the attention of the whole world. King also made many speeches, the most famous one being "I have a dream," which he delivered in 1963 in Washington (Carson, 2001).
King won the Nobel Peace Prize on October 14, 1964, at the age of 35. He was the youngest person to win the prestigious prize. The prize was attributed to his immense efforts to combat racial inequality through nonviolent resistance. He used the money from the prize to further advance his civil rights movement protests. However, on April 4, 1968, King was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, when planning to lead a protest (Carson, 2001).  James Earl Ray is the man who shot and cut short the life of this visionary and charismatic leader. After his death, there were riots and tension in many US cities. He was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom. President Ronald Reagan signed legislation setting Martin Luther King Jr. Day in 1983. The day is celebrated on January 3 every year in the United States. 
Martin Luther King’s vision
Martin Luther King Jr. believed in justice and equality for all people. He believed in equality for all men and that no one should enjoy more rights and privileges than others. He hoped that his children would not be judged by the content of their personality, not the color of their skin. Mahatma Gandhi's nonviolent protest policy inspired him, and he pursued this with a lot of diligence. King envisioned a world where every person, regardless of their color and race, was free to live. He strove to achieve this before his untimely death in 1968. His philosophy of civil disobedience and nonviolent protests changed the world for his children and the oppressed. Even after his death, he changed many African Americans' lives, and his legacy reigns to date. Many people continue to enjoy his fruits many years after his death. 
The future of the Civil rights act of 1968 with Luther King Jr. 
Had Martin king Jr. lived, he would have continued to advocate for social equality and justice. After his death, the Civil Rights Act of 1968 was enacted. Even before his death, King had achieved many rights, including civil and voting rights. He was responsible for the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was also passed due to his efforts. The act prohibited any discrimination based on gender, color, religion, race, or national origin. The voting Rights Act gave African Americans the right to vote.
Additionally, King played a significant role in the passage of the Fair Housing Act of 1968, which gave African Americans the right to housing (Jackson, 2013). The act was passed one week after the death of King Jr. The act prohibits discrimination in housing for people of color, disabled people, national origin, race, religion, sex, or familial status. Again, the Indian Civil Rights Act was passed by the United States Congress in the year 1968. Asian Americans and Latinos fought hard for civil rights increase based on immigrant status, language, religion, and race discrimination (Jackson, 2013).  Some successes occurred in affirmative action programs and bilingual education provisions form. Therefore, they change over time depending on culture and the government's current form and mostly follow different social trends that talk against certain discrimination types.
Before Luther King became the leader of the movement, there had been earlier efforts to end slavery. The civil rights movement had a profound impact on the blacks and their place in American society. First, it brought to an end racial discrimination and racial segregation experienced by the blacks).  The blacks were granted civil rights. Following the Civil Rights Movement, three constitutional amendments were made. These are the 13th, then 14th, and the 15th Amendment (Jackson, 2013). The 13th Amendment led to abolishing slavery; the 14th Amendment gave the blacks citizenship while the 15th Amendment gave the male blacks voting rights (it was only males who were allowed to vote then). Had Luther King not died, we would have seen more results from the civil rights movement.
Most importantly, the civil rights movement would not have died in 1968. King would have continued agitating for equality and led more protests in the country. This means we would have seen the civil rights movement go beyond 1968. The death of the movement's leader led to the death of the movement too. When King died, the movement lost its mojo and broke into factions like the Black Panthers. If King had not died, the civil rights movement would have remained strong without losing its sway over the national agenda. After his death, religious fundamentalists shifted the attention from focusing on the poor and started crusading about prohibiting abortion and gun control.
Would there have been a Black power movement had King lived?
The black power movement replaced the civil rights movement after Martin Luther King Jr. (Ward et al., 1996). Without MLK, we would certainly not have had the black power movement. This is because the black power movement used violent means to agitate for racial equality. Martin Luther King's philosophy was of nonviolence. Thus, we would speculate the continuation of the civil rights movement, which was nonviolent and not replaced by the black power movement. Supporters of the black power movement were ready to use violent means to achieve their goals, contrary to King's nonviolent philosophy. The black power movement became profound in the 1960s and 70s. The movement wanted to create social, economic, and political power instead of just seeking to be integrated into the white-dominated society (Jackson, 2013).   
What would have happened to the Vietnam War with Martin Luther King Jr.?
 	Before his death, King was highly opposed to the Vietnam War. He had broadened his activism to war and fighting poverty and oppression. Had he lived, he would have continued to oppose US involvement in the Vietnam War. At first, he was reluctant to speak out publicly but eventually decided to break the silence. In 1967, he delivered a speech protesting US involvement in Vietnam War. He felt that the American government wanted to occupy Vietnam as its colony. He was opposed to American imperialism in that country. He felt that America was brewing unnecessary violence. Luther King also felt that the war would waste many resources that would be used to check on the welfare of the poor (Garrow, 2017). According to him, the money that was going to the war would be used on anti-poverty programs. He was quoted that a country that spends a lot of money on military defense than on social welfare was approaching its spiritual death. King was not happy with how the US killed many Vietnamese children.  In his speech "Beyond Vietnam," he accused the American government of perpetrating violence. Therefore, it is predictable that if King lived, Vietnam would have ended much earlier than it did (Garrow, 2017).  Maybe we would have only seen a quarter of the war. There would have been increased pressure for the United States to get out of the war. King was about to organize protests to oppose the war before James Earl Ray shot him. 
Black lives matter movement (BLM)
As stated earlier, it is quite fascinating to imagine what Luther King Jr. would have done to the world had he not been fatally shot on that fateful day. One thing that he would do is to continue with his unwavering ambition of agitating for racial and social equality. Professor Komozi Woodward (history) speculates that King would have become the leader of Black Lives Matter. There is a strong link between the civil rights movement of the 1960s and the current movements like Black Lives Matter. If King had lived, he would have continued to fight for the rights of black people.  I believe that the Black Lives Matter movement would be at the heart of Luther King Jr. These are the kinds of movements that King would relish, and he would probably be the leader of this movement. Black Lives Matter is a social and political movement that protests against police brutality directed at black people. King would lead the protests. 

The movement started in July 2013 and has since been a global movement. The most profound protests on black lives matter were held in May 2020 after George Floyd's death at the hands of white police in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The death of George attracted worldwide protests, with people calling for a change in policy reforms. Many leaders came out to condemn the police brutality meted on this black man pressed on the neck by a police officer for nine minutes. Even after pleading for mercy with the officer by pronouncing the words "I Can't Breathe," the officer continued to press his neck harder until he couldn't breathe anymore. Many protests were held to condemn the act. Protestors carried placards and banners written "I Can't Breathe" and "justice for George Floyd," demanding reforms in the police department. 
The black Lives Matter movement can be termed as a legacy of the civil rights movement, championed by Martin Luther King Jr. This movement focuses on criminal justice reform such as police brutality. All in all, the spirit of Martin Luther King Jr. is reflected in these today's movements. Black lives matter channels the spirit of earlier movements to end racial discrimination and promote equality. Although Black power and civil rights movements declined in the sixties and seventies, their impact continues to be felt for generations to come (Garrow, 2017).
  If King Jr. were alive, he would have been the one leading the protests. I can imagine him holding his powerful speech and condemning the actions of the police. I imagine him leading a massive crowd of protesters in the streets demanding the police officers' prosecution responsible for George's death.

Reforms in the Criminal Justice System
Police brutality and corruption are some of the contemporary issues that Luther King Jr. would be so passionate about to end them. His primary calling was to end injustice and promote equality regardless of gender, race, class, or color. Recently, police brutality is a big issue that Luther King would address. The use of excessive force by the police is a significant issue in almost all criminal justice systems. One of the problems that arise from police brutality is that it leads to civilians' injury or death, predominantly minority citizens. Whenever police use excess force, the inevitable outcome is the death of innocent civilians. The second problem with excessive use of force by the police is that it violates human rights as enshrined by the US constitution. Notably, it undermines the First Amendment provisions, which protect the right to conduct peaceful public assembly.
Most importantly, it results in strained relations between the police and citizens, with citizens feeling excessively targeted or mishandled by the police. Since Luther King Jr.'s calling was to fight for justice, there is a big possibility that we would not be experiencing the police brutality that is so rampant today. I believe he would have changed the nature of things. 
Police corruption is another emerging issue that Luther King would deal with. Police corruption undermines the integrity of the work done by the police. If police officers are corrupt, the public loses confidence in them, which may prompt the public to take matters into their own hands. Police corruption can occur when police officers conspire with criminals and perpetrate crimes like human and weapon trafficking. In such a case, it becomes difficult for the government to trace the culprits of such acts. Therefore, it can cause a state of lawlessness because the people the government has entrusted to use them to catch criminals are the perpetrators of crime themselves. Corruption can also take the form of falsified evidence or cover-ups whereby police deliberately and systematically participate in organized crime themselves. This may lead to the conviction and sentencing of innocent people at the expense of the real criminals. The criminal justice system is always in the spotlight because of sentencing innocent people, and police corruption could exacerbate this problem. Police corruption disproportionately affects black people. Blacks are more likely to be searched and arrested than whites. This is one thing that King would not condone. If he had lived, I believe the blacks would have better-living conditions than they have today.  
Martin Luther King Jr.- a future US President?
Martin Luther King Jr. was a man of many firsts, and I believe that he would have preceded Barack Obama as the first black US president. From being the first president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SLSC) and winning the prestigious Nobel Peace Prize at a very young age, it is undeniable that King would have continued to be a pioneer of many other things (Garrow, 2017). I believe it would have been easy for him to win the US presidency in the subsequent years. Before his untimely death, King had gained global recognition and admiration. He was a man difficult to hate. If he ran for president in the subsequent years, he would have won with a landslide. It is irrational to believe that a more famous man than Barack Obama would have lost an election that Obama won. In fact, many predict King’s presidency would have come much earlier. That John F. Kennedy would have made Martin Luther King his Vice President. He would also have won the 1968 election instead of president Nixon. In fact, with no assassination, Nixon would not have been president, and without Nixon, there would not have been the Watergate scandal (Garrow, 2017).
 It is fascinating to imagine what Luther King would have done to the black community if he became president. If he made such an immense impact on many people through protesting, he would definitely have achieved a lot as a president. Before his death, King had three things in his mind-justice, end war, and end poverty. Had he become a president, he would have enacted laws that touched on the poor and the oppressed's lives. He would have continued with his pursuit to ensure every American had access to proper housing and sanitation. Possibly, he would have extended the Housing Act and ensure no segregation in housing in America. Additionally, as the POTUS, King would touch on the healthcare system of the United States. He would have brought significant changes to the US healthcare system so that everyone has access to proper health care.  Before his death, King was leading the Poor People's Campaign. Had he not died, he would have convinced Congress to vote for national health insurance. To continue with his mission of fighting for the poor, he would have pushed for the enacting of the minimum wage for employees and the poor. This legislation would have eradicated poverty in America and made America a better place to live than it is today. The American healthcare system is one of the most criticized in the world as a hybrid system that favors the rich. 
What effect would King have had on American democracy had he lived?
One of the areas that Luther King would have influenced in America is democracy. Today, American democracy is at stake. The rivalry between the democrats and republicans is getting hotter and hotter day by day. Party polarization is at its peak. The most profound manifestation of this is the chaotic transition of power between former President Donald Trump and incumbent Joe Biden. The 2020 presidential election was a big test for American democracy. For the first time in history, we witnessed an exceedingly chaotic transfer of power between the former and the incoming president. Donald Trump also organized an insurrection to oppose Biden's approval by Congress on January 6, 2021. This prompted the second impeachment of a president for the first time. This animosity culminated with Trump refusing to attend his successor's inauguration ceremony in January 2021. Although the Senate acquitted him, the second Impeachment of Donald Trump was a clear manifestation of the rivalry between the Democrats and Republicans. We see unprecedented scenes that we thought would never happen-democracy in a trial. The rivalry between the two political parties has seen many bills stall in Congress. The Republicans oppose any bill sponsored by Democrats and vice versa. Where there are majority Republicans in the Senate, it will not be easy for a bill sponsored by Democrats to be passed. Similarly, when the Democrats are the majority in either the Senate or House of Representatives, it will be tough for a bill to pass Congress for signing by the president. 
A good example is the Affordable Care Act (ACA) which the Republicans have tried to repeal on numerous occasions. The bill was introduced on September 7, 2009, but was not signed into law until March 23, 2010. Republicans have continuously opposed the ACA and have negatively campaigned for the act. Since it was signed into law in 2010, ACA has been subject to repeal and changes, especially by the Republicans. By July 2017, there were more than 70 attempts to repeal, modify or otherwise abolish the ACA since its inception in 2010. This makes the ACA a political issue with Republicans opposing it because it was passed by Congress with many Democrats and signed by a Democratic president.  Since then, Republicans have vowed to repeal it. Former President Donald Trump had on many occasions vowed to repeal the ACA because it was introduced by his predecessor, Barack Obama, a Democrat. After Donald Trump's presidential victory in 2016, the existence of ACA was at stake. Under Trump's administration, there have been several attempts to repeal this law. The Better Care Reconciliation Act of 2017 was meant to replace the ACA. The ACA was also threatened to be replaced by the American Health Care Act in the same year.
American politics are no longer based on ideologies; instead, political parties have taken center stage in politics. This begs the question, what would be the case had Martin Luther King died? Would the situation be similar? What would he have done differently to avoid such bitter politics we see today? Did he stand a chance to make any difference?
Without a doubt, things would be different if Martin Luther King Jr. was alive today, or at least if he had lived for another twenty or thirty years. Had he not been murdered, America would be a better place to live. If King had lived, he would have turned Americans from the Right to the Left. In his latter days, King had laid revolutionary plans to change the course of America. From his crusades in Montgomery, Alabama, to fighting for the poor and disadvantaged, King was determined to change American politics' trajectory. The politics of rights and leftists is what ails American democracy today. It would be interesting to see how King would work out the solution. He probably would have changed the trajectory, such that there are no democrats or republicans. 
The global influence of Martin Luther King
Martin Luther King's influence went beyond the United States to many countries across the globe. However, he was a prominent American citizen; his influence went beyond the American borders. In one of his famous quotes, King believed that injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. This is why he wanted to bring justice to every corner of the world. In South Africa, King vehemently opposed the apartheid regime. He fought against the British treating Africans differently and discriminatorily. He believed that people of all races should receive equal treatment. He influenced the country's future president, Nelson Mandela, to become one of the best presidents on the African continent. Mandela used King's nonviolent techniques many years after King had died. He influenced the Black Consciousness Movement and civil rights movement in South Africa (Ling, 2015). The civil rights high-profile movement led to the end of racial segregation called apartheid in South Africa. This resistance movement started in the 1949s and became intense in the 1950s and 1960s when the concept of civil rights was known worldwide; it ended because most of the African leaders were imprisoned, regaining its strength in the 1980s. Internal upheaval, together with the international pressure, led to Nelson Mandela's release in 1990 and the uplifting of the African National Congress that had been banned. In the year 1994, Nelson Mandela became the first Black president in South Africa. During this time, all citizens were given a chance to vote regardless of their ethnicity or race (Ling, 2015).  
King’s influence on international law
The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination was adopted from King's inspiration. It was ratified almost a year after his death. The convention shuns racism and ensures that members outlaw hate speech. King's legacy is felt far and wide. He is a symbol of peace, equity, and hope around the world. 
King and present-day America
Were it not for James Earl Ray's bullet that ended his life; King would have celebrated his 92nd birthday in January this year. Many things had changed since his death five decades ago. There are some things that I believe King would not have condoned and would never get tired to speak about, no matter his age. For example, former President Donald Trump signed an executive order that barred Muslims from certain countries from entering the United States. He also deported many of them as well in 2018. He instructed federal agencies to construct a physical wall with Mexico to prevent Mexicans from crossing the US border. He has also deported millions of undocumented immigrants and temporarily banned Muslim countries like Yemen, Libya, Iraq, and Somalia. He has also signed orders to suspend the US refugee program for 120 days. He has also reduced the annual cap of refugees from 110,000 to 18,000. In 2017, Trump announced to phase out DACA and DAPA, which Barack Obama had introduced. He had also implemented the zero-tolerance policy in 2018. This policy allowed authorities to arrest and prosecute anyone caught crossing the southern border without authorization. He started the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), which offered renewable two-year deportation deferrals and worked permits to undocumented immigrants. Many people took advantage of DACA.
These, among others, are some of the policies that would annoy Martin Luther King Jr. Before he died, his vision was to have a country where anyone felt comfortable to have a world with equity and equality. He wanted a country where their color or race would not judge his children. Discriminating against Muslims would catch King talking. He would not keep quiet when such injustice was taking place in his country. He would have been offended by Trump for his actions. He would also be annoyed by Trump's sentiments calling Haiti a "shithole" country and saying that Haitians all had Aids. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, it is indeed fascinating to imagine how things would have been had Martin Luther King Jr. lived beyond 39. At 39, King had already created a history that many did not create even in their 90s. King's legacy transcends a holiday. His vision changed the world not just for the African Americans but for global anti-racism cause (Ling, 2015). It is right to imagine that the world would be a better place today had King lived. His influence was felt far and wide, and he was loved and admired by many. If King had lived, he would have continued to fight for equality through his civil rights movement. He would also have continued to fight for economic freedom and justice. Many speculate that the Vietnam War would have been shorter than it was, had King continued to oppose it. Again, many predict that King would have vied for the presidency at one time, possibly the 1968 election that Richard Nixon won. He would also have made several changes in the American democracy, criminal justice system, and healthcare system. Many see his legacy in today's movements, such as the Black Lives Matter movement, which many believe he would have been the leader of (Ling, 2015). His legacy continues to influence modern peaceful and nonviolent protests. He also influences people to protest for their rights and not agree to be oppressed and intimidated.   Although he died at 39, Martin is still a living king whose history cannot be forgotten whatsoever.  
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